
Music librarians of all walks 
of Midwestern life descended on South 

Bend, Indiana, for two days of informa-

tive and engaging sessions covering 

many aspects of music librarianship. 

The chapterôs 68th annual meeting was 

hosted by Jennifer Matthews of the Uni-

versity of Notre Dame. Attendees en-

joyed fine accommodations at the Inn at 

Saint Maryôs, while committee meetings 

and sessions were held at the adjacent 

Hilton Garden Inn. 

At Thursday nightôs opening reception, 

Linda Mack and Julia Lindsay of An-

drews University gave a lecture-recital 

exploring the life and works of com-

poser Blythe Owen. 

Afterward, attendees entertained them-

selves with a karaoke machine, a robust 

track list, hidden talents and encourage-

ment from their peers. 

Members of the Public Services Com-

mittee covered the ins and outs of Lib-

Guides software during Fridayôs first 

session. Lindy Smith, University of Illi-

nois student and recipient of a 2009 Re-

tirees Scholarship, followed with her 

study on browsability of media collec-

tions. UIUCôs 

Kirstin Dougan 

shared her experi-

ences as a partici-

pant in ACRLôs 

Instruction Im-

mersion Program, 

and Kerri Scan-

nell Baunach of 

the University of 

Kentucky finished 

the dayôs talks 

with her recommendations for conduct-

ing successful meetings. 

On Saturday, Jennifer Matthews pub-

licly unveiled the chapterôs new wiki. 

Stay tuned for some exciting upcoming 

changes to this helpful tool! Finally, 

Sheri Stormes of Butler University inter-

viewed retiree Richard LeSueur about 

his extensive private audio collection 

and vast knowledge of vocal music. 

At the business meeting, chair-elect 

Paula Hickner officially assumed her 

role as chapter chair. It was also an-

nounced that Keith Cochran will con-

tinue in his role as secretary-treasurer. 

After committee chairs reported on past 

activities and future goals, attendees 

happily recognized four recipients of 

chapter scholarships. Finally, it was an-

nounced that the 2010 meeting will be 

held in Bloomington, Illinois, in late Oc-

tober. See you there! 

ðAnne Shelley, University of Minnesota 
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Submissions for the 

next issue of Midwest 

Note-Book are due 

April 1, 2010. 
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Linda Mack and Julia Lindsay present  

Blythe Owen in Michiana 

Mark Scharff sings karaoke 
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Sômae from Kentucky, where 
basketball frenzy is beginning to take 

hold once again! Although the Wildcats 

may be the big news of the seasonðour 

daily paperôs front page tends to be a 

second sports sectionðmy favorite ac-

tivity this time of year is attending the 

Midwest Chapter meeting. This past Oc-

tober we were treated to a great meeting 

in South Bend, Indiana, hosted by Jenni-

fer Matthews and the University of 

Notre Dame. The lively discussions that 

followed each presentation demon-

strated once again that our chapter meet-

ings are one of the best venues for infor-

mation sharing and continuing education. Special thanks go to our 

meeting sponsorsðHesburgh Library, Music Library Service Com-

pany, and Theodore Frontðwho kept us filled with tasty treats and cof-

fee. 

Congratulations to Keith Cochran, who will be serving a second term 

as Secretary-Treasurer. We had a great slate of candidates, and I would 

like to thank Keith and Christine Kubiak for their willingness to serve 

the chapter in this way. And while weôre on the subject, if you havenôt 

renewed your membership yet, Iôm sure Keith would be happy to ac-

cept your renewal. Wow, all you have to do is click on the following 

link and the form magically appears: http://www.mlamidwest.org/

documents/Application.pdfé what could be easier? The renewal form 

also includes a section for donations. Please consider donating to our 

two scholarship funds, the Leslie Troutman Scholarship and the Retir-

ees Scholarship. This year we awarded two Troutman scholarships and 

two Retirees scholarships for travel to Notre Dame! (See page 3) 

Finally, the chapter will be meeting again in San Diego on Monday, 

March 22 from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. I hope to see many of you there, 

and I promise there will be no karaoke! 

 

ðPaula Hickner, University of Kentucky 
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Midwest Note-Book 
 

The Publication of the Midwest 
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Association 

ISSN 1063-5327 
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Published in May, September, and 

January 

Midwest Note-Book is available free of 

charge on the Web site of the Midwest 

Chapter of the Music Library 

Association. 

Submissions and communication 

regarding Midwest Note-Book should 

be sent to the editor: 

Anne Shelley                                                                                                      

University of Minnesota                                                             

200 TSB                                                       

511 Washington Ave. S.E.                       

Minneapolis, MN 55455                        

ashelley@umn.edu 

Deadline for submissions is the 1st of 

the month preceding publication. 

Membership in the Midwest Chapter is 

$12 annually ($6 for students and 

retirees). Inquiries and renewals may 

be directed to the Secretary-Treasurer: 

 

Keith Cochran 

Cook Music Library 

Indiana University 

1201 E. 3rd St. 

Bloomington, IN 47405-7006 

cochran6@indiana.edu 

 

The Midwest Chapter of the Music 

Library Association is a tax-exempt, 

non-profit organization. 
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Member News and NotesMember News and NotesMember News and Notes   
 ǆ  The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign has re-

cently acquired a collection of approximately fifty autograph 

letters of singers connected to the nineteenth-century Parisian 

operatic stage. Some photographs and press clippings are also 

included. Several letters are addressed to Jules Massenet. The 

letters will be transcribed and translated, with some of the 

more interesting items being digitized sometime in the future. 

For further information about the collection please contact 

John Wagstaff, head of the Music and Performing Arts Li-

brary at wagstaff@illinois.edu. 

(continued on page 9) 
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Renew your membership now! 

Itôs not too late to renew your member-

ship! Annual dues are only $12 for regular 

members and $6 for students and retirees. 

The membership year runs from October 

1, 2009 to September 30, 2010. 

To join or renew, visit the Midwest 

Chapter Web site at http://mlamidwest.org. 

Click on óMembership Infoô for a member-

ship form. Send your completed form with 

a check payable to Midwest Chapter, 

MLA to:  

Keith Cochran, Secretary-Treasurer 

Cook Music Library 

Indiana University 

1201 E. 3rd St. 

Bloomington, IN 47405-7006 

Scholarships AwardedScholarships AwardedScholarships Awarded   

New MembersNew MembersNew Members   
Maria Hertel  

 Student, University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign 

Nicole Long 

 Student, University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign 

Celeste Schulman 

 Assistant Circulation Supervisor, Indiana 

University 

Yi Hong Sim 

 Student, University of Wisconsin-

Madison 

Lindy Smith  

 Student, University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign 
The MLA Midwest Chapter awarded four scholarships to help de-

fray costs associated with attending the 2009 chapter meeting. 

Congratulations! 

Yi Hong Sim is a recipient of the Retirees Scholarship. She is con-

currently pursuing the M.A. in musicology and the M.A. in library 

and information studies at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Yi 

Hong works at Mills Music Library and is interested in public ser-

vices. 

Lindy Smith , a student at the University of Urbana-Champaign, 

received the Retirees Scholarship. Lindy recently completed her 

M.S. in library and information science and is now working toward 

the M.M. in musicology. While at UIUC, Lindy has worked at the 

Sousa Archives and the Music and Performing Arts Library. 

Celeste Schulman received the Troutman Scholarship. As Assis-

tant Circulation Supervisor for Indiana Universityôs Cook Music 

Library, Celesteôs many duties include supervising library student 

assistants and maintaining the libraryôs audio/visual equipment. 

Carla Williams , a recipient of the Troutman Scholarship, is Head 

of Public Services at Indiana Universityôs Cook Music Library. In 

addition to her full-time role in the library, Carla is currently pursu-

ing the M.L.S. with a music specialization and a doctoral degree in 

music. 

To learn more about MLA Midwest scholarships, view these pages: 

http://mlamidwest.org/documents/Troutman_Scholarship_09.pdf 

http://mlamidwest.org/documents/Retirees_Scholarship_09.pdf 

http://mlamidwest.org/
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Best Practices for Creating LibGuides 
 Public Services Committee 

 

Kirstin Dougan (University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign) began the session with a description of 

LibGuides, a product designed to facilitate the presen-

tation and sharing of library research guides on the 

Web. LibGuides are available from Springshare, at 

http://springshare.com/. There are many benefits to 

LibGuides, including that it is customizable for each 

institution, guides and portions thereof are easily cop-

ied between users at an institution, content boxes are 

modular for simple re-use of individual components, 

and usage of the guides is easily measurable. Dougan 

shared examples of UIUC guides for music and the 

performing arts, which are divided into class pages 

and research topic pages. When composing guides, 

she recommended against including as much text as 

one would in a comparable print resource and to be 

sure to provide sufficient background information ï 

such as term definitions ï in guides aimed at under-

graduates. 

Rebecca Littman (University of Wisconsin-

Milwaukee) shared information about embedding con-

tent from external programs and/or services in Lib-

Guides. To illustrate, she showed examples of a num-

ber of applications that had been embedded on UWM 

sites and were now available in guides; these applica-

tions included Meebo widgets, Twitter feeds, and 

YouTube videos. Littman also included examples of 

embedding pre-formed catalog searches or images of 

book jackets. 

Sheri Stormes and Scott Pfitzinger (Butler University) 

presented two sides of the technology divide in their 

overview of Butlerôs implementation of LibGuides.  

While Sheri admitted to never having had enough time 

to master codes like HTML, Scott has long been a 

friend of technology, so both presenters were able to 

comment on their use of the product from two very 

different perspectives. 

Sheri explained how LibGuides had replaced Butlerôs 

former research guide system, which involved one li-

brarian updating all online pathfinders and which fo-

cused heavily on print pathfinders. This system re-

Friday, October 9, 2009 
 Notre Dame Parlor A/BðHilton Garden Inn 

Sessions of the 68th Annual Chapter MeetingSessions of the 68th Annual Chapter MeetingSessions of the 68th Annual Chapter Meeting   
P

h
o

to
g

ra
p

h
 b

y
 R

e
b

e
c
c
a
 L

ittm
a

n
 

Attendees were treated to two days of informative talks 

http://springshare.com/



















